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XX.—On the Birds of Gilgit. By Major J. BIpDULFH. 
(Plates VIII., IX.) 


SINCE the publication of mv former paper on the Birds of 
Gilgit I have been again resident, from May 1880 till March 
1881, in that place, during which time I procured several 
specics not previously obtained, either by Dr. Scully or myself. 
The summer of 1880 was marked by an unusual amount of bad 
weatlicr—the monsoon, which, as a rule, is never felt so far 
from the plains of India, having made its influence apparent. 
The end of July and the beginning of August, which, in 
ordinary years, is the hottest season in Gilgit, was marked 
by ten days continuous rain and stormy weather. In con- 
sequence of this the autumn migration commenced a fort- 
night earlier than usual, and on the first two days in August 
a number of water-birds and waders, such as Ibidurhynchus 
struthersi, Machetes puynax, Tringa temmincki, Totanus gla- 
reola, Totanus calidris, &c., appeared: amongst them a special 
prize, in Tringa acuminata, was secured. I also saw several 
Kites (Milvus melanotis or M. govinda). 

In July and August I sent native collectors to the Darel 
valley, to the Deosai plain, and to the Shandur plateau, which 
divides the Gilgit-Yassin valley from the Chitral valley. The 
jealousy of the Darelis caused them to regard my men as 
spies who had come to study the nakedness of their land, for 
which purpose ornithology was but a transparent veil; and 
my men were obliged to return after four days’ stay in the 
valley. They brought back forty-six specimens, representing 
eighteen species. Of these, three do not appear in the Gilgit 
list, viz. Garrulus lanceolatus, Otocorys longirostris, and Hy- 
drobata leucogaster, the last-named being hitherto unrecorded 
south of the Himalayas. Oracetes cinclorhynchus, which only 
appears as an occasional straggler in Gilgit, seems to be ex- 
ceedingly common in Darel, together with Garrulus lanceo- 
latus, which appears to be equally abundant. The vegetation 
of Darel, which valley has remained till now unvisited by any 
European, probably approaches in character more nearly to 
that of Cashmere than to that of the Gilgit and Astor valleys. 
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My collector who visited the bleak Deosai plain was also 
unfortunate im having encountered weather so bad as to 
‘make any prolonged stay impossible, even in July, at so great 
an elevation. He brought back fifty-seven specimens, repre- 
senting twenty-four species, only one of which, Otocorys 
longirostris, does not appear in the Gilgit list. 

The man who visited the Shandur plateau was more fortu- 
nate in being well received by the people of the country, and 
remained there for over a fortnight. During this he collected 
numerous specimens, which tend to show that the plateau is 
a favourite breeding-ground for many of our Gilgit birds 
that are forced to seek a considerable elevation for the 
purpose. 

Further observation has tended to confirm my former 
conjecture, that the Indus valley forms the chief route by 
which migrants between Central Asia and Northern India 
pass and repass. This is also borne out by the appearance 
of several species of rare or previously unknown occurrence 
in India having been recorded at Attock in the pages of 
‘Stray Feathers’ during the last few years. Punjab orni- 
thologists will probably find themselves well repaid by a 
careful collection of species during the months of October, 
November, December, and January at Derbund, where the 
Indus emerges from the Himalayas into the plains of the 
Punjab. 

The Indian Government having decided against the further 
retention of a British officer at Gilgit for the present, it will 
probably be some time before any further continuous orni- 
thological observations at that spot can be made, though 
many sportsmen will, no doubt, find their way up to so good 
a sporting-locality. Up to the time of my departure I con- 
tinued to add new species to the list, which now comprises 
265 species. Of this number only one, the Owl named after 
me by Dr. Scully, is new to science. Five are of doubtful iden- 
tification, no specimen having been secured, though in each 
instance there is no doubt that a species not otherwise re- 
corded in the list was observed. These are Vultur monachus, 


Neophron percnopterus, Corvus umbrinus, Branta rufina, and 
T2 


268 Major J. Biddulph on the Birds of Gilgit. 


Mergus castor. The absolute identification of Gyps fulvescens 
must also remain undecided, for reasons hereafter stated. 
My identifications of Corvus culminatus and Columba livia may 
also be accepted with hesitation, as also the specific distinc- 
tion of Corvus collaris. Without taking these into account, 
twenty-one species not previously recorded, or of doubtful 
occurrence, in India, according to Mr. Hume’s list of Ist 
March, 1879, must now be added to the number of our Indian 
species. They are Cerchneis vespertina, Lanius homeyert, 
Lanius phenicuroides, Turdus hyemalis?, Saxicola vittata, 
Sazicola wnanthe, Leptopecile sophie, Accentor fulvescens, 
Sturnus purpurascens, Petronia stulta, Emberiza hortulana, 
Erythrospiza incarnata, Propasser blythi, Linaria canna- 
bina, Fringilla montifringilla, Leucosticte brandti, Turtur 
aurita, Agialitis hiaticula, Ægialitis jerdoni, Tringa acumi- 
nata, and Crex pratensis. The occurrence of Hydrobata leuco- 
gaster within Indian limits, though not included in the Gilgit 
list, is also recorded for the first time. 


l. VULTUR MONACHUS, Linn. 


I may have been wrong in my identification of these birds ; 
but they were certainly not the young of Gyps himalayensis. 
They were a pair of adult birds of a totally different species. 


2. Gyps FULVESCENS, Hume. 


I regret that I did not bring this specimen home for com- 
parison. To the best of my recollection, however, it was an 
adult bird. Owing to the difficulty of transport, I left this 
and a fine specimen of A. chrysaetos behind me. 


Qa. CERĊHNEIS VESPERTINA (Linn.). 

A single specimen, a voung male in immature plumage, was 
obtained in October. Length 11°25 inches, wing 8:8, tail 5:1, 
tarsus 1:12; irides light brown ; legs and cere orange; claws 
paler. 1 have compared this specimen with those of C. amu- 
rensis and C. vespertina in Mr. Seebohm's collection, and 
have no doubt of its identitv with the latter species, though the 
immature specimens are difficult to discriminate. 
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12. AccrPITER Nisus (Linn.). 

Out of twentv-one Sparrowhawks from Gilgit Mr. Sharpe 
identifies only thirteen as true A. nisus, the rest apparently 
belonging to the larger race which I have called A. mela- 
_ schistus of Hume. 


18. Burgo prumires, Hodgs. 
I obtained a male in the rufous stage of plumage from the. 
Deosai plain. 


29. Scops BRUCII, Hume. 
A fine specimen was brought to me alive, but numbed with 
cold, after some bad weather in the beginning of July. 


33. CHELIDON CASHMIRENSIS, Gould. 

33a. CHELIDON URBICA, Linn. 

During the time of our being in Gilgit together, Dr. Scully 
and myself failed to notice that we had more than one House- 
Martin, and while he only obtained C. urbica, I only ob- 
tained C. cashmirensis. 

In the beginning of July 1880 the weather, after being 
intensely hot, suddenly changed, and for four days rain fell 
on the neighbouring hills, ending in heavy snow during the 
night of the fourth day, when the thermometer in Gilgit fell 
to 45° Fahr. 

The following morning a number of Martins were picked 
up, either dead or so numbed with cold as to be unable to 
move; and I then observed that there were two kinds. Of 
a dozen brought to me, five proved to be C. urbica, and the 
remaining seven C. cashmirensis, all adults. 

A male of C. urbica measures—length 5:8 inches, wing 4:6, 
tail 2°75, tars. 0:4. A female measures—length 5:9, wing 
4°36, tail 2°75, tars. 0°45. 

A male of C. cashmirensis measures—length 5°36 inches, 
wing 4:05, tail 2°28, tars. 0:45. A female measures—length 
5:5, wing 4°03, tail 2:4, tars. 0:5. 

All the specimens of C. cashmirensis are dusky beneath, 
instead of pure white as in C. urbica, and have dusky mesial 
centres to the feathers of abdomen, flanks, and rump. The 
under wing-coverts are brown, instead of dirty white as in 
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C. urbica. My specimens are identical with Gould’s type 
in the British Museum. 


35. CAPRIMULGUS UNWINI, Hume. 
My collector brought me a female from the Deosai plain, 
where it appeared to be common. 


46. CERTHIA Hopesoni, Brooks. 

This species appears to be commoner in the Astor vallev, 
where it probably breeds. I procured two immature speci- 
mens there in July at an elevation of 10,000 feet. 


47. TICHODROMA MURARIA (Linn.). 

I saw one of this species in September at an elevation of 
15,000 feet; and I fancied that I identified one at an elevation 
of 13,000 feet in July; so it probably breeds in the district. 
I have procured it in Ladakh at 13,000 feet, in the middle of 
September. 


52. LANIUS PHENICUROIDES, Severtz. 

The Shrike referred to (Ibis, 1881, p. 51) under the name 
of L. cristatus proves to belong to this species. I obtained 
two immature specimens on 6th September and 16th October. 


53. PERICROCOTUS BREVIROSTRIS, Vigors. 

I procured a single specimen on the 9th August in Gilgit, 
and a number in September and October, all females, or 
males in female plumage. This Minivet never appeared in 
Gilgit during the first two winters I spent there. I certainly 
never procured it; and it is so conspicuous, even in the grey 
and yellow plumage, that I could not have helped remarkifig 
it had it been there. I procured it in Chitral in November 
at 6000 fect elevation; and it is probably to be found in 
Darel, though I did not get it from there. 


56. HEMICHELTDON SIBIRICA (Gmel.). 

None of the specimens I have from the North-west Hima- 
layas appear of so dark a tone as a specimen sent me from 
Sikkim by the late Mr. Mandelli; this is especially notice- 
able in the colour of the wings and tail. Most specimens 
show a faint white streak extending from the nostrils to the 
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eye, and a faint circle of white round the eye. I procured 
this Flycatcher also from Darel. 


58. CvoRNIS RUFICAUDA, Swainson. 
This Flycatcher extends into the Darel valley, whence my 
collector brought me several specimens. 


59. TroGLopyTEs NEGLECTUS, Brooks. 

Birds killed at the same time of vear are scarcely distin- 
guishable from T. nipalensis, Hodgs.; but T. neglectus is a 
little smaller and paler underneath. The freshly moulted 
autumn birds and those killed in summer are more distinct, 
and paler than T. nipalensis in every way; but in the winter 
they are hardly distinguishable. 


62. HYDROBATA CASHMIRENSIS, Gould. 

I procured an adult specimen of this Dipper from the 
Deosai plain, but did not meet with itin Gilgit. Dr. Scully’s 
specimen was procured in a valley between Gilgit and Darel, 
where its occurrence is somewhat remarkable, as I reccived 
from Darel, which is still further to the south, an adult male 
of H. leucogaster in fine plimage—the first instance, I believe, 
of its occurrence on the Indian side of the Himalayas. Dr. 
Scully’s specimen is undoubtedly H. cashmirensis. 


64. ORECETES CINCHLORHYNCHUs (Vigors). 

I shot a young male of the year in Gilgit in August 1880, 
and later observed two adult males. The species appears to 
be common in the Darel valley; whence my man brought me 
back several specimens. Young males of the year are easily 
distinguishable from the females by the white wing-bar, 
which appears to be assumed in the earliest stage of plumage 
and before any trace of blue is apparent. 


66. Turpus HXEMALIS, Dybowski. 

The specimen which, in my former paper, I classed as i. 
ruficollis (Ibis, 1881, p. 53), I have compared with a large 
number of specimens in the British Museum and other col- 
lections; and I find that it cannot stand under that name, 
It is a fully adult male, shot in January. The markings are 
essentially the same as those of T. ruficollis and T. atrogularis, 
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with the exception of the colouring of the tail and breast. The 
tail is rufous, hardly so vivid as in typical specimens of T. rufi- 
collis, but much more vivid than in any specimen of T. atro- 
gularis. The breast is a fine deep vandyke-brown, much 
darker than in any specimen of T. ruficollis, and easily 
distinguishable from that of T. atrogularis. 

It is apparently Dvbowski's T. hyemalis; but I leave it for 
Mr. Seebohm to pronounce on its merits as a hybrid or a 
good species. Mr. Seebohm’s collection contains a similar 
specimen from Lake Baikal; and I have also one shot in 
Yarkund. 


67. Turdus ATROGULARIS, Temm. 

When I wrote concerning this species in a former paper 
(Ibis, 1881, p. 53), I did not observe that I had before me a 
specimen of an adult male in a melanistic form of plumage. 
The feathers of the head and hinder part of the neck are 
tinged with black ; the tail is much darker than in other spe- 
cimens; and the axillaries and under coverts are dull brown. 
All other specimens that I have seen have the axillaries and 
under wing-coverts dull rufous. 


70. TROCALOPTERON LINEATUM, Vigors. 

My Gilgit specimens of this Babbler are much paler 
than those I have from Cashmere, which, again, are paler 
than those sent me by Mandelli. The difference between 
Gilgit and Simla forms, however, is greater than between 
the Simla and Darjeeling forms. Specimens of Sibia capis- 
trata from Murree and Sikkim show the same differences of 
coloration. 


72. PRATINCOLA INDICA, Blyth. 
PRATINCOLA MAURA, Pall. 


73. PRATINCOLA ROBUSTA, Tristram. 

Dr. Scully has shown (Ibis, 1881, p. 441) that our large 
Gilgit Bush-Chat is not Canon Tristram’s species; but I can- 
not allow that all the Chats of the P. indica (or maura) type 
are referable to a single species. My collection contains 
forty-eight adult specimens from different localities. These 
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show two races, more or less well marked, and differing in 
size and colour, but connected by intermediate forms, which 
may be hybrids, as the two races apparently exist side by 
side in Gilgit and in some other localities. As in some spe- 
cimens the measurements slightly overlap, I have not taken 
difference of size as a point of diagnosis, but simply colour. 
The males show a constant difference in the amount of white 
on the back part of the neck. The race which I will call 
form A shows a white patch on the side of neck, but 
not extending round to the back of it. In no specimen is 
there any white discernible on the nape of the neck. The other 
race, which I will call form B, also has a white patch on 
each side of the neck, which extends round to the hack, meeting 
the white from the other side, so as to form a complete demi- 
collar when viewed from above. This is most conspicuous 
in breeding-plumage ; but specimens procured at all seasons 
show some trace of white on the nape. Separating the nine- 
teen males in my collection with reference to this point alone, 
I find they measure as follows :— 


Form A. 
Wing-measurement. Locality. Season. 
inches. 
S| a TAI Kumaon Terai .... March. 
oh i an AA April, 
77: KA AA ” 
Co a oa m E tue September. 
DED A a A ces April. 
2:85 eeeere ee eee 99 C2050 Sere) SAT eee ” 
jj 3) AA AA coum September. 
WA A AStOT oee nee sesaat 3 
Form B. 
Wing-measurement. Locality. Season. 
inches. 
KENN cee Gilgit WA September. 
os auld OS See UU eE April. 
7 SA Masain a oo e o e August, 


27 sess 3, b. 9: 0 €10 80S Ste eres 3, 


274 Major J. Biddulph on the Birds of Gilgit. 


Form B (continued). 


Wing-measurement. Locality. Season. 
inches. 

WA ray ku SG September. 
MP fees | L March. 
PO oe ea AA 2 os September. 
26 ai Ya AA za 
re Co | nr oe October. 
i, eea ae Cashmere ........ May. l 
77: l A Sina... cc a June. 


N.B. The last two specimens are in full breeding-plumage. 


The females also show well-marked differences in colour. 
Those which in general appearance much resemble the males 
of form A in non-breeding-plumage, have broad rufescent 
margins to the feathers of the back, the wing-coverts, and white 
secondaries, while the tail-feathers are broadly tipped and 
margined withthe same, and there are narrow rufescent edgmgs 
to the feathers of the head and neck. These I have referred to 
form A. The others are altogether of a much darker 
tone, having the wing- and tail-feathers nearly uniform dull 
brown, with very faint inconspicuous pale edgings, and the 
striations of the head and back very broad and dark, with 
narrow margins, and the whole tone of coloration less rufes- 
cent. These I refer to form B. Separating twenty-four 
females solely by differences of colour, I find they measure 
as follows :— 


Form A. 
Wing-measurement. Lovality. Season. 
inches. 

WA E IM. ee ee March. 
AMMEN case sare si eee November. 
J 100. E OES ae September. 
ee Sildim .4........ November, 
20 eS aes Elet September. 
O ene kta Yen” ee... August. 
re Cashmere ........ May. 
ee Ges... . 68 MINTED). sia Undated. 


0 AWti. l-qawwa DETON IA. September, 


Major J. 


Wing-measurement. 
inches. 


286 


...... 


aa 


mm 68 670 


...... 


...... 
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Form B. 

Locality. Season. 
ee) LG July. 
vow Goghmere. oraire: T 
eee DOO. a ee of 
vi Għenab xallezw..... May. 
sesa ROND a April 
see CAMETE .....46 July. 
ae FO May 
FET: TIM A B 
MEN, TA ER. June. 
vee ses MPO PA April 
SA, B NAZ mia Julv. 
ser Qaglitiete ........ Undated 
RA. A July 
nee Cashmere se May. 

er Undated. 


Five specimens, which I am unable to separate by differ- 
ences of colour, measure as follows :— 


Wing-measurement. 
inches. . 
Ai wa NA 


ere renee 


Locality. Season, Sex. 
Ca AP 200505 Unsezed. 
Meerut ...... January 9. 
Wakhan ...... AĦMI su was 2. 
Meerut ...... January...... Unsexed. 
(6,117: ee Ages... 070 ae 


Now it cannot be denied that these measurements overlap 
considerably, especially among the females; but the fact 
remains, that, after separating forty-three specimens solely 
by colour and markings (omitting the last five undetermined), 
those of one form average considerably larger than those of 
the other, and that the greatest divergence in colour is shown 


between those which differ most in size. 


It may be that 


the specimens that overlap in measurement are to be ac- 
counted for by hybridism—an explanation that no ornithologist 
can affect totally to ignore when treating of two very closely 
allied species found in the same locality; or it may be that 
some of those classed as females would have been found by 
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more careful examination to be males that had not got rid of 
female plumage. Whatever may be the explanation of this, 
I believe that we have here two species. 

The smaller species of Chat, which I have called form B, 
is evidently the P. indica of Blyth; but it is more difficult to 
say which is the P. maura of Pallas. 


74. SAXICOLA OPISTHOLEUCA, Strickland. 

I find that I got four specimens of this Chat in Gilgit— 
three at the beginning of April, and one in December. The 
young bird previously referred to (Ibis, 1881, p. 55) turns 
out, on further comparison, to be a young specimen of S. 
morio. There is no reason to suppose that S. opistholeuca 
breeds in the district. 


75. SAXICOLA PICATA, Blyth. 

Dr. Scullv and mvself bave brought awav from Gilgit 181 
specimens of this Chat. Of these there are 102 adult males, 
46 adult females, the rest being of both sexes in different 
stages of immaturity. I can add little to what has already 
been said about this bird. The specimens of the males before 
me show every gradation, from the creamy-white head to jet- 
black; but those with pure black heads are the most numerous ; 
next in number come those in different phases, while those 
that have entirely white heads are the scarcest. 

The adult females are all of the same type, with the excep- 
tion of a single specimen, which differs in having the lower 
throat nearly black. Dr. Scully tells me that he has also 
a precisely similar female specimen. There is no doubt as to 
the determination of the sexes of these two specimens ; but the 
wing-formula is the same as in all other specimens of 
S. picata. Among the immature specimens females are 
undistinguishable from males. 


77. Saxicota Moro, Hempr. & Ehr. 

Dr. Scully and I have brought away from Gilgit alto- 
gether 153 specimens of this Chat. Dr. Scully’s assertion of 
the identity of this species with S. hendersoni must, I think, 
be accepted. The specimens of adult males show clearly the 
gradation of plumage from the black, with pure white cap, of 
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the breeding-stages, to the S. hendersoni type of autumn. 
Two specimens, of 27th April and 23rd May, show a few faint 
brown specks on the back and head. Four specimens, of 
18th, 21st, and 25th July, have the freshly moulted secon- 
daries and wing-coverts broadly margined with pale rufes- 
cent, and the head much infuscated. August specimens have 
nearly reached the hendersoni stage, but still retain a certain 
amount of black on the back. No specimen was procured 
after July of the accepted morio black-and-white type. 

The females vary considerably in the colour of the lower 
throat, which, however, does not appear to be connected with 
the season ; it may possibly be a question of age, birds of the 
second year becoming very dark. 

I took a nest of this Chat in Astor on the 26th June, at an 
elevation of 7000 feet, containing five hard-set eggs. It was 
placed, about a foot deep, in a wall of loose stones supporting 
a built-up road on the mountain-side, over which was constant 
traffic. The eggs were very pale blue, with small dusky-red 
freckles thinly scattered over the surface, slightly tending 
towards a zone at the thicker end, and measured ‘725 inch 
in length by 565 in diameter. 


78. SAXICOLA VITTATA, Hempr. & Ehr. 
I procured one specimen, an adult male, in Gilgit on the 
4th June. Three others were seen at the same time. 


82. RUTICILLA RUFIVENTRIS, Vieill. 

I procured a specimen as late as 27th November. It ap- 
parently breeds on the Shandur plateau, whence I received 
an immature specimen in August. 


84. RUTICILLA ERYTHRONOTA, Eversm. 

A female of this bird was, by mistake, passed as R. hodgsoni, 
which it much resembles, in my former paper (Ibis, 1881, 
p. 62). After noting the specimen I mislaid it, and was 
unable to put my hand on it again. It has since turned up, 
and proves to belong to this species. It is to be distinguished 
from R. hodgsoni by the double wing-bar and conspicuous 
pale edgings to the secondaries. R. hodgsoni, which is 
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much whiter on the abdomen, must be expunged from the 
Gilgit list. 

87a. RUTICILLA FULIGINOSA, Vigors. 

I procured a single specimen, a young bird of the year in 
immature plumage, on the 8th of Julv. There is nothing 
remarkable in the occurrence of this speciesin Gilgit; but it 
is somewhat curious that, with the exception of this spe- 
cimen, neither Dr. Scully nor I have observed any of 
this species during a pericd extending altogether over four 
years, either in or near the Gilgit district. 

The Plumbeous Water-Robin is a true flycatcher; and I 
have often watched a pair hawking at insects on the wing, 
and returning to their post on a stone or tree-stump at the 
water’s edge. 


90. CALLIOPE PECTORALIS, Gould. 

I received specimens of this bird both from Darel and the 
Deosai plain. My largest specimen has a wing of exactiv 3 
inches. Through some mistake, in my former paper it was 
stated to measure 3°25 inches. 


92. CYANECULA LEUCOCYANEA, Brehm. 

It may be useful here to mention that in 1874 I found this 
species very common on both sides of the Digar pass, between 
the Nobra and Indus valleys, during the last week of June. 
With the exception of the specimen secured by Dr. Scully, 
I never saw another of the species in Gilgit. 


93. ACROCEPHALUS DUMETORUM, Blyth. 

Out of twenty-four specimens brought away from Gilgit, 
I find that nineteen were procured in August (mostly in the 
latter half of the month), and the remaining five in the first 
half of September. In the summer of 1880 they first ap- 
peared in Gilgit on 22nd August. 

93a. LOCUSTELLA STRAMINEA, Severtz. 

I shot an adult female of this species on 1st September, and 
saw another on the following day. Length 5°75 inches, 
wing 2°2, tail 2:12, tars. 0°74; irides dark brown ; legs 
fleshy red. 
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97. PEVLLOSCOPUS LUGUBRIS, Blyth. 
'This species must be expunged from the Gilgit list. 


99. PHXLLOSCOPUS TXTLERI, Brooks. 

I obtained altogether three specimens, in Mav, June, and 
August; so it no doubt breeds in the district. I also got it 
in Astor in May. 


103 a. REGULOIDES PROREGULUS, Pallas. 
I obtained three specimens, two females and one male, in 
Gilgit in January. 


105. Reeutus cristatus, Koch. 

I procured three specimens in June at an elevation of 
10,000 feet, in a valley leading towards Darel. I also pro- 
cured specimens in the Astor valley, where it appears to be 
common, in July and October. A male measures—length 
3°75 inches, wing 2:12, tail 1:3, tars. 0°62. The female is 
slightly smaller. 


105a. SYLVIA JERDONI, Blyth. 

I somehow overlooked this species in my former list of the 
Gilgit birds. I procured two specimens—a male on 6th Sep- 
tember in immature plumage, and a female on 11th June in 
full plumage with black cap. The irides of both were pale 
yellow. 


106. SyLvia Arrinis, Blyth. 

107. SxLvIiAa ALTHEA, Hume. 

Out of thirty-two specimens six are of the S. alfhea type, 
thirteen of the S. affinis type, and the rest are of intermediate 
forms. From Iskardo and Ladakh I have specimens of S. 
althea, and from Darel of S. affinis. 


109. HENICURUS SCOULERI, Vigors. 

Two voung males, shot on 12th September at 11,000 feet 
elevation, have the throat and breast white sullied with 
duskv markings, and the forehead black. A female shot on 
the 23rd September, at 9000 feet, has the throat black, with 
a few white feathers showing on the chin, and the forehead 
partlv white. The change of colour on the breast appears to 
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be due to a change in the colouring of the feathers, but on 
the forehead to a moult of feathers, as small white feathers 
can be discerned growing under the black feathers on the 
foreheads of the two younger specimens. 


112. MoTACILLA ALBA, Linn. 

] obtained two specimens in February, and two in De- 
cember. Two young birds of the year, shot in September, 
show a considerable amount of yellow about the face and 
neck. 


116. Bupxres CALCARATUS, Hodgs. 
I procured specimens from Darel and Deosai in July, and 
from the Shandur plateau in August. 


117. BUDXTES CITREOLUS, Pall. 

I got two specimens in Gilgit on the 3rd and 4th August. 
I also got specimens from Darel and Deosai in July. 

It is somewhat strange that, out of over 200 specimens of 
Green Wagtails, neither Dr. Scully nor myself procured a 
single specimen of B. flavus (Linn.), which species I obtained 
in Wahkan in April 1874. 


120. AnTHUs RosacEvs, Hodgs. 
I procured two adult specimens in Julv from Darel. 


121. ANTHUS CERVINUS, Pallas. 
In addition to the specimens previously recorded, I pro- 
cured two on 21st and 22nd October. 


123. CEPHALOPVRUS FLAMMICEPS (Burton). 

Tobtained specimens in June and September. The general 
coloration is paler than in specimens sent me bv Mandelli. 
Birds in full adult plumage appear to lose the vellowish- 
green margins of wing- and tail-feathers. 


124. LEPTOPECILE sOPHIE, Severtzoff. 

I was mistaken in supposing this to be a winter visitor 
oniv. In June I procured a number of specimens of both 
sexes at an elevation of 10,000 feet in a secluded vallev close 
to the Indus, where they were doubtless breeding. The males 
at this season have the whole abdomen vinous purple, with- 
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out the buff space in the centre that all winter specimens 
show ; the colouring of the head is also more vivid. 


125. AEGITHALISCUS LEUCOGENYS, Moore. 
I obtained several specimens from the Darel vallev. 


127. LOPHOPHANES RUFONUCHALIS, Blyth. 

The amount of rufous in the nuchal spot appears in some 
degree seasonal. Two winter-killed specimens show much 
more rufous than any procured in summer. 1 procured this 
Tit also from Darel. 


129. AccENTOR NIPALENSIS, Hodgson. 

Captain Wardlaw Ramsay has shown me specimens of M. 
Severtzoff's A. rufilatus, which arc identical with Gilgit spe- 
cimens of A. nipalensis. It would appear as if A. alpinus and 
A. nipalensis were only the two extremes of one species, which 
are bridged over by intermediate forms, in the same way as 
the eastern and western forms of 7rocalopteron lineatum. 


131. Accrentor JERDONI, Brooks. 

I procured this species both from the Deosai plain and the 
Shandur plateau. 

A. rubeculoides docs not appear to extend further westward 
than the Astor valley, where I have procured it. 


133. ACCENTOR FruLvescens, Severtzoff. (Plate VIII.) 

Through the kindness of the Editors a male of this species, 
which, as yet, has not been figured, is shown in the accom- 
panying Plate. 

139. Corvus FRUGILEGUS, Linn. 

Earliest autumn appearance in Gilgit ou the 19th October. 


147. TEMENUCHUS PAGODARUM (Gmel.). 
I got altogether five specimens during four summers I spent 


in Gilgit—three in May and two in June. 


149. Passer inpicus, Jard. & Selby. 

During the winter of 1880-81, which was not a severe onc, 
I procured a dew specimens, all males. They were, however, 
scarce. 

SER. IV.—VOL. VI. U 
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152. EMBERIZA LEUCOCEPHALA, S. G. Gmel. 

The carliest specimens were observed on the 11th No- 
vember, and the latest on the 3rd March, but it was only 
in December that any quantity was obtained. 


154. EMBERIZA STEWARTI, Blyth. 

1 procured a single specimen, a female, in December in 
Gilgit. With this exception, no other specimen was observed 
later than 4th October. 


155. EMBERIZA BUCHANANI, Blyth. 

I received specimens of this Bunting from the upper part 
of the Yassin valley, near the foot of the Shandur plateau, in 
August. In the Gilgit district 1 never saw it except in 
September. 


158. Euspiza LUTEOLA (Sparrm.). 

I procured a male in adult plumage on the 19th May; no 
others were seen at the time. -In August I procurcd a male 
and female, aud in September two males, all four in imma- 
ture plumage. I also procured a male and female in August 
from Yassin, at an elevation of over 10,000 fect. 

I have examined the Kuspizu mentioned by Dr. Scully 
(Ibis, 1881, pp. 575, 576), as appearing to belong to this 
species. Several of my immature specimens show the same 
difference in measurement between the longest secondaries 
and longest primarics, and three speelinens also show slight 
spots on the breast, though in none are the spots so large and 
conspicuous as in Dr. Scully’s specimen. The bird is, how- 
ever, so like Æ. duéeolu in every other particular, that 1 can- 
not believe it to belong to another species. 


162. ERVTHROSPIZA MONGOLICA, Swinh. 

I obtained a male in breeding-plumage in June, at an ele- 
vation of 9300 feet. The two wing-patches, which in other 
specimens are dusky white, in this are pure white, while the 
tips of the larger coverts, which are of a faint rose-colour at 
other times, are bright carmine. ‘The underparts are washed 
with bright carmine instead of faint rosy, as at other seasons, 
and the rump and supercilium are bright rosy. Out of a 
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large number of specimens obtained by Dr. Scully and myself, 
this is the only one in this stage of plumage, when it differs 
so greatly from those obtained at other times of the year, that 
it might almost pass muster as a different species. Mr. Sce- 
bohm's collection contains several similar specimens from 
Central Asia. As my collection contains a number of spe- 
cimens shot within a few days of this one, and which, though 
much brighter than ordinary winter specimens, do not show 
any thing like such bright markings as this one, | am inclined 
to think that this plumage is not assumed by adult males 
till after the second moult, that is, in the third year of their 
existence. The males of the Propasser and Carpodacus group, 
as far as is known, all breed in female plumage the first year, 
and there is no reason why some such delay in assuming full 
breeding-plumage should not similarly occur in the Erythro- 
spiza group. The colouring of E. githuginea appears to 
undergo a somewhat similar change. 

Gould’s plate in pt. xxix. of the ‘ Birds of Asia’ shows a 
male in the plumage I have described, and a female in winter 
plumage. The figure in David and Oustalet’s ‘Oiscaux de 
la Chine’ is of a specimen in winter plumage. 


166. PROPASSER BLYTHI, sp.nov. (Plate IX.) 


I obtained altogether two males and five females of this 
species in a secluded valley close to the Indus. The males 
agree with Blyth’s type of Propasser frontalis in the Cal- 
cutta Museum. Blyth first described this species im the 
‘Journal of the Asiatic Society’ for 1863; but, in his Ap- 
pendix to the ‘Birds of India, Jerdon writes that Blyth 
had ceased to regard it as specifically distinct from P. thura. 
It is, however, certainly distinct, and has a wing averaging 
from 710 to :25 inch longer, both in the male and female. 
The whole coloration is fainter and softer, and the gencral 
ground-colour of the upper parts is dull earthy brown, un- 
mixed with rosy, instead of dark rufous brown, as in P. thura, 
or dark crimsou-brown, as in P. rhodopeplus, while the bill 
is finer and less Pvrrhuline. The female has the underparts 
and rump tinged with pale yellowish chestnut, which in 
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P. thura are deep reddish chestnut, and the upper parts and 
wings are free from any tinge of rufous. 

Blyth’s specific name has, unfortunately, been given to 
a Rose-Fiuch in North America. The generic distinctness of 
the Carpodacus and Propasser groups does not appear well 
marked in all species, and a different classification must some 
day be found necessary. Under the circumstances I would 
suggest the name of Propasser blythi for this species. 

In the Rose-Finch group there is extremely little variation 
between individuals of a specics ; but written descriptions of 
the three species P. thura, P. blythi, and P. rhodopeplus are 
necessarily so similar that, without comparison, a collector 
must find it difficult to discriminate any single onc of the 
three. Some guidance appears to be furnished by the wing- 
measurements of the males, which are as follows :—P. blythi 
3:25 to 34 inches, P. thura 3:15 to 3:3, P. rhodopeplus 3 
to 31. The feet and tarsi of P. digthi are also more 
slender than in the other two species. Still greater difficulty 
exists in discriminating the females ; nor are their measure- 
ments so sure a guide as in the males, by reason of males 
of the first year being classed as females when not sexed by 
dissection. 


169. METOPONJA PUSILLA (Pallas). 

I procured a number of specimens from the Shandur pla- 
teau between Yassin and Chitral. Having now a large 
number of immature specimens, | sce that my former assump- 
tion of the adoption of the red feathers in the poll during the 
first year was incorrect. The black breast and golden mark- 
ings to tle wing-coverts arc assunicd in the first year during 
the autumn; but the red head is not complete till after the 
first breeding-season. I have a specimen shot on the 7th 
June which barely shows any trace of red on the head, though 
in other respects the adult plumage is complete. 


170. LINARIA BREVIKOSTRIS, Gould. 

As before mentioned (Ibis, 1881, pp. 86, 578), I did not 
meet with this Linnet anywhere in the district during 1876, 
1877, 1878, and the first eight months of 1879. It suddenly 
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appeared in the autumn of the last-mentioned year, when 
Dr. Scully procured a large number of specimens. T subse- 
quently procured adult examples in Gilgit in June and Sep- 
tember, and my collector brought back twenty-two specimens 
from the Shandur plateau in August. 


171. LINARIA CANNABINA (Linn.). 

Both our Gilgit Linnets appear to be capricious and un- 
certain in their movements. During the four winters through 
which birds were collected by Dr. Scully and myself, this 
species was only seen in the winters of 1877-78 and 1879-80, 
but was not seen during the winters of 1878-79 or 1880-81. 


175. CALANDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA (Leisl.). 

I procured numerous specimens from the Deosai plain in 
July and from the Shandur plateau in August. It appears 
to breed in both places. Five specimens procured in Astor 
and higher up the Indus near Iskardo appear paler than 
others. 


176. MELANOCORYPHA BIMACULATA, Ménétr. 
During the last winter I was at Gilgit this species was 
common from the 10th November to 21st December. 


179. Orocorys PENICILLATA, Gould. 

T obtained three adult specimens and a number of young 
birds from the Shandur plateau in August, which is, no doubt, 
a breeding-ground of the species. The young are spotted, 
like the young of other species of Ofocorys. They appeared 
in Gilgit for the first time on 14th October, and in consi- 
derable numbers. My specimens of 0. longirostris completely 
bear out Dr. Scully’s remarks (Ibis, 1881, p. 580). 1 first 
procured the specics in the Pangong district in 1873, and 
later on the Burzil pass in 1876 and succeeding years. I 
have six males and two females from the latter place, three 
males and four females from the Dcosai plain, and three males 
and three females from the high ground between Gilgit and 
Darel, but from the Darel side of the watershed, so it cannot 
be counted among the Gilgit species. None of these speci- 
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mens could possibly be mistaken for O. penicillata. The 
Horned Larks are excellent eating. 


189. TURTUR FERRAGO, Eversm. 


I obtained young birds of this species in Gilgit as late as 
19th October. 


191. TURTUR CAMBAVENSIS (Gmel.). 

I procured altogether four specimens of this Dove, two in 
January, onc in March, and one in October. In all, the 
rump and upper tail-coverts are brown, like the back. 


192. TURTUR SURATENSIS (Gmel.). 


I procured specimens of this Dove from the 7th October 
to 18th April. 


192a. TURTUR HUMILIS, Temm. 

A single specimen, a male, was brought to me on 23rd 
June by a native, who shot it in the middle of Gilgit, and said 
that he had seen a pair of them. The measurements were as 
follows—Length 9:95 inches, wing 5:7, tail 4:1, tarsus 0°9. 
Legs blackish purple; irides dark brown. 

This bird is the true T. humilis of Temminck, as is shown by 
Lord Walden in his paper on the “ Birds of the Philippine 
Islands ” (Trans. Zool. Soc. ix. pp. 219, 220). It is darker 
and richer in colouring than the Indian Red Dove, which 
stands as T. trenquebaricus (Herm.) and has the under wing- 
coverts dark ashy. The most distinctive point is in the size, 
T. tranquebaricus averaging 9°25 inches in length, with a 
wing 5°2 (‘Stray Feathers,’ vol. iv. p. 292). 

I have examined the series in the British Museum, and the 
difference between the two species holds good throughout, 
a specimen from Amoy being undistinguishable from the 
Gilgit specimen. In the Museum serics are several of this 
species obtained in Nepal by Mr. B. H. Hodgson. One of 
them is labelled “ Æ. murmensis, Hodgs.,”’ printed by mistake 
Æ. murwensis in the ' Zoological Miscellany,’ p. 85, and cor- 
rected by Mr. Hodgson in his own handwriting in the British 
Museum copy. Gichel, in his ‘Thesaurus Ornithologie ' 
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(sub voc. Turtur humilis), and Bonaparte, in ‘Comptes Ren- 
dus,’ xli. p. 659, misprint this specific term “ muroensis. 


1926. PTEROCLES ARENARIUS, Pallas. 
T secured a single specimen, a female, in the Sai valley on 
the 19th December. No others were seen. 


198. ŻEGIALITIS CANTIANA (Latham). 
I procured a male in adult plumage on 13th August. 


199. /KGIALITIS PHILIPPENSIS (Scop.). 
Aigialitis curonica (Gmel.). 


I shot a number of specimens of this Plover in the first 
half of August. 


200a. ZEGIALITIS JERDONI, Legge. 

I procured two specimens of this Plover, hoth females, one 
on the 11th May and the other on the 27th September. It 
differs from Æ. curonica in the basal half of the lower man- 
dible being yellow, in the absence of a black frontal band 
next to the bill, and in having a fleshy-yellow ring to the 
eyelids. It is also slightly smaller, and the female is smaller 
than the male; whereas in Æ. curonica the female is the 
larger. 


208 a. IBIDORAVNCHUS stRUTHERS! (Vigors). 
On the 6th August I procured a young female in imma- 
ture plumage in Gilgit. 


209. MACHETES PUGNAX (Linn.). 

I obtained four specimens in the beginning of August, and 
observed others. They all show dark markings on the breast 
and flanks. . 


209a. TRINGA acuminata, Horsf. 

I shot asingle specimen, a male in adult plumage, in Gilgit 
on the Ist August. It was flying about with a number of 
Machetes pugnax. It measured—length 8°75 inches, wing 
5°25, tail 2:5, tarsi 1:3, culmen 1:05. This is, I believe, the 
first notice wf the occurrencec of this species so far to the west- 
ward, or within Indian limits. It was first described by 
Horsfield from Java in 1821 in the following terms :—“ Supra 
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fuscus, plumis dorsalibus ferruginco tectricibus griseo mar- 
ginatis ; subtus albidus, pectore sublutescente, rectricibus acu- 
minatis.” It was afterwards figured by Gould in his ' Birds 
of Australia’ under the name of Scheniclus australis. Swin- 
hoe met with it in North China, where it was very abundant 
in August (Ibis, 1863, p. 412). He states that at the end of 
August it goes southward along the coast and returns in May. 
The measuremeuts he gives are smaller than those of my 
specimen, viz. length 8:4 inches, wing 4°9, tail 2:3, tarsi 1:2, 
culmen 1. 

In breeding-plumage this species is easily distinguishable 
from T. alpina by the abdomen being pure white, sparingly 
spotted with light brown, whercas T. alpina has the whole 
abdomen dull black. T. acuminata also has the ground-colour 
of the upper breast rufous, with large dark-brown spots, while 
T. alpina has a faint rufous tinge in some specimens only, with 
small streaks. The best point of distinction is in the tail- 
feathers, all of which are pointed in T. acuminata (whence the 
name), while in T. alpina only the central ones are pointed. 


210. T'RINGA SUBARQUATA, Giild. 

I shot three adult specimens, all females, on the 2nd and 
9th August. The entire underparts are rufous, with black 
markings in two out of the three specimens. One shot 
‘on the 4th September has completely assumed the winter 
plumage. 


211. TRINGA MINUTA, Leisl. 
I obtained two specimens in Gilgit in the middle of August. 


212. TRINGA TEMMINCKI, Leis]. 
1 obtained one specimen in July and a great number in 
August. 


213. TOTANUS GLAREOLA (Gmel.). 

This Sandpiper was extremelv plentiful in Gilgit for ten 
days in the beginning of August, when, I secured several 
specimens. With one exception, they are much spotted 
beneath. 
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215. TRINGOIDES HYPOLEUCUS (Linn.). 

I obtained an adult male from the Deosai plain in July, 
and two immature birds and one adult in Gilgit on 7th, 
— 17th, and 25th August. The young birds are almost entirely 
white on the underparts of the neck and breast, and have the 


wing-coverts completely covered with fine banded markings 
of black and reddish brown. 


216. Toranus GLoTTIS (Linn.). 
I procured three specimens in Gilgit on the 10th, 14th, 
and 17th August. 


218. Toranus CALIDRIS (Linn.) 
I procured three specimens, all males in summer plumage, 
in the beginning of August. 


219. HIMANTOPUS CANDIDUS, Bonn. 
A specimen shot in Gilgit 10th August. 


229. ARDETTA MINUTA (Linn.). 

During the summer of 1880 I procured two specimens in 
Gilgit—one, a male in full plumage, in Julv, the other, a 
female in immature plumage, on 29th August. 


230a. FALCINELLUS IGNEUS (S. G. Gmel.). 
I procured a voung male in nearlv full plumage on the 16th 
September. 


245. Larus 1cHTHYAETUS, Pallas. 

In my former paper on the birds of Gilgit (Ibis, 1881, 
p. 101), under the name of L. affinis (Reinh.), I noticed a 
specimen obtained 26th August, 1876, whieh has since been 
pronounced to belong to L. zehthyaetus hy Mr. Howard Saun- 
ders, who has favoured me with the following note :— 

e This specimen is a bird of the first year, just going to 
moult; that is to say, it was hatched about June 1875 ; its 
plumage is therefore rather more than a year old, and is con- 
sequently considerably worn and abraded. All immature 
Gulls of the same size are somewhat alike at the first glance ; 
but L. ichthyaetus, jr., may be distinguished by the following 
characteristics :—In L. affinis, L. fuscus, L. argentatus, Sc. 
the tips of the secondaries are edged with white, forming a 
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band, but in L. zehthyaetus not only the tips, but both edges 
of the sccondarics are distinctly margined with white for a long 
way up each feather. Again, in L. ichthyaetus the tail pre- 
sents a broad uniform dark band (only the outer feathers being | 
edged with white), whereas in L. affinis Sc. the tail is mottled 
with dark markings, and the band is completely broken up. 
Other points of difference exist, but to describe them would 
only be confusing, as the above are ample for recognition. 

“I have not, as yet, been able to examine a young bird of 
the same year as that in which it was hatched, when the plu- 
mage is fresh. Another ‘link’ which is missing is the stage 
between the following April, when the mantle is mainly grey, 
but the wings and tail are brown, and the spring after that, 
when the mantle is wholly grey, but there are still some 
brown mottlings on the carpals and primary coverts and a 
little dark on the tail; the black hood is then assumed for 
the first time.” 

L. ichthyaetus must therefore be substituted for L. affinis 
in the list of Gilgit birds. 

246. GELOCHELIDON ANGLICA (Mont.). 

T secured an adult male passing through on Ist August: 
the black of the head is changing to the winter stage of 
plumage. Two days later I secured a young bird of the year : 
the head is white, marked with brown streaks, and the whole 
back is smeared with brown. 


XXI.— Notes on a ‘ Catalogue of the Accipitres in the British 
Museum’ by R. Bowdler Sharpe (1874). By J. HM. 
GURNEY. 


(Plate X.) 
[Continued from p. 162.) 


I now propose to consider the genus Falco in the restricted 
sense of that term; but before doing so, I am desirous of 
inserting two corrections, for one of which I am indebted to 
the kindness of Mr. Ridgway, who writes to me as follows :— 
cT think you are mistaken in believing that ‘the first dress 


